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Dear Editor,

The 12-day war between Iran and Israel once again highlighted the importance of preparedness and resilience of health
systems in the face of crises. The country's health system faced new and even unforeseen challenges during this period. In
addition to serving the general public, the health system was faced with treating and caring for more than five thousand war
wounded. Also, a large population from Tehran and cities at greater risk of attack became refugees in other cities. Refugees
include children, pregnant women, and chronically ill people who are in constant need of health care. Therefore, health centers
in destination cities were faced with an unforeseen population to perform their duties. In some cases, hospitals were also
attacked, which disrupted the provision of services to patients. This experience raises ethical challenges facing the health
system in performing its function of providing services in crises and war situations.
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