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Objective (s): The purpose of this study was to investigate the gaps and needs in the undergraduate nursing curriculum in Iran
as a logical prelude to design a competency-based curriculum model.

Methods: The present study was a qualitative study consisting of two parts: needs assessment and comparative study. Delphi
technique was used for the needs assessment and Bereday model was used for comparative study.

Results: After prioritizing the information obtained from the needs assessment, finally the 8 main axes of "student
competencies”, "content”, "content organization”, "Educational methods", "student assessment”, "time", "community needs"
and "overall curriculum™ were extracted, each of which focused on the most important issues separately and a total of 35
statements as gaps and needs in the undergraduate nursing curriculum was considered. Also, according to the findings of the
comparative study, the status of the undergraduate nursing curriculum in Iran compared to similar curricula in the top
universities of the world, in addition to confirming some similarities, suggests significant differences in the curriculums. The
main concern of the participants was the lack of skills of nursing graduates. They believed that, despite the efforts of nursing
authorities, the curriculum could not motivate students and to provide graduates with the necessary understanding, attitude, and
skills in their careers.

Conclusion: The present study explored the needs and gaps in the undergraduate-nursing curriculum of Iran and can be used
by decision makers in nursing education in the country.
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