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Road traffic injuries and deaths: comparing reports by different sources 

Hamid Reza Hatamabadi
 1
, Reza Vafaee

1
, Mashianeh Haddadi

2
, Samaneh Akbarpour 

1
, Hamid soori

1 

 

1. Safety promotion and injury prevention research center, Shahid Beheshti University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran 

2. Disaster & Emergency management center, Ministry of Health & Medical Education, Tehran, Iran 

 

Payesh 2014; 13: 189-196
Accepted for publication: 10 June 2013

[EPub a head of print-15 Fabuary 2014] 

 

Objective (s): To compare injuries and deaths reported by different sources. 

Methods: We compared information on road traffic injuries and deaths reported by three source of information: police, 

emergency medical services (EMS), and hospital records. The data were collected from crashes in Tehran-Abali road (with a 

45 Kilometer radius). 

Results: After pooling the data from all organizations, it was revealed that during one year, 245 road traffic accidents occurred 

Of these, 434 people were either injured or deceased. Police and EMS stated they were unaware of 67 and 51 cases, 

respectively. In other words, police, pre-hospital emergency services and hospitals have reported 56.2%, 82.9% and 76.4% of 

the entire number of injuries or deaths respectively. None of the information sources, including police and EMS alone had 

complete information. 

Conclusion: It seems to develop and implement a comprehensive data collection system on traffic accidents; a 

multidisciplinary cooperation among police, EMS, hospitals, legal medicine organization and Red Crescent is essential.  

 

Key Words: Reporting, traffic accidents, injury, death 
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