[ Downloaded from payeshjournal.ir on 2026-05-19 ]

[ DOI: 10.61882/payesh.24.6.911 ]

PAYESH

Volume Volume 24, Issue 6 (November- December)

Journal of the Iranian Institute for Health Sciences Research

Letter to editor

Necessity of shifting paradigm to safe system in road traffic safety promotion in the second
decade of action

Seyed Teimoor Hosseini *, Alireza Razzaghi 2

1. Faculty of Sciences and Techniques of Traffic Police, Amin Military Science University, Tehran, Iran
2. Social Determinants of Health Research Center, Research Institute for Prevention of Non-Communicable Diseases, Qazvin
University of Medical Sciences, Qazvin, Iran

Received: 8 June 2024

Accepted for publication: 15 June 2024
[EPub a head of print- 24 December 2025]
Payesh: 2025; 24(6): 911- 914

Dear Editor,

Before the 1980s, road safety policy to stop deaths caused by traffic accidents was based on the principle of promoting the safe
behavior of road users. With the passage of time and the revelation of the shortcomings of this view, significant changes in the
way scientists and experts think about road safety emerged and a safe system was introduced. The first step to creating a safe
system is to change the mindset in the scientific and executive field of road safety. In this regard, there is a need to accept an
important moral principle which states: No human being should be seriously injured or killed as a result of a traffic accident.

It is necessary to adopt a new approach to addressing road traffic injuries, focusing on a safe system. Considering the
beginning of the second decade of action for road safety and the effective performance of the safe system approach in reducing
traffic crashes and improving road safety, it is recommended that the safe system approach be considered in developing the
strategies and actions to prevent road traffic crashes and improve road safety.
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